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Exciting Conference Opportunities  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Visit the t-shirt table to secure your own 

commemorative 50th Conference t-shirt and 

prepare for our PSLA Family Photo on  

Friday at 4:15. Location to be announced in  

the 8:00 General Session, on the app, and  

on the digital display board.  
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     Worldreaderôs mission is to unlock childrenôs potential through the power of reading, with a strong 

focus on helping young childrenðespecially ages 0ï5ðbecome school-ready. Their goal is ambitious 

and impactful: supporting children to read at least 25 books a year with understanding. 

     Worldreader champions digital reading as a cost-effective, scalable way to reach families by 

leveraging the mobile devices they already own. Their primary tool, BookSmart, is a free digital reading 

app that provides families with access to thousands of high-quality, culturally relevant books in multiple 

languages, including English, Spanish, Arabic, Hindi, and Kiswahili. Designed to help families build 

daily reading routines, BookSmart encourages parents and caregivers to read with their children for 

just 10 minutes a day and is accessible on smartphones, tablets, computers, and even feature phones. 

     Since its founding in 2010 by David Risher and Colin McElwee, Worldreader has supported more 

than 22 million readers across over 100 countries, expanding access to books and building a foundation 

for lifelong literacy. 

     Please support PSLAôs International Literacy Project by donating to this worthwhile mission and 

helping children around the world begin their literacy journeys with opportunity and hope. 

 

ÝǑƶƶƙƹȖ ÓÝ¥!Ѭȕ oƐǊňƹƐĠǊůƙƐĠȐ ¥ůǊňƹĠĽȚ ÓƹƙƀňĽȖы ÓĠƹǊƐňƹůƐȇ ǬůǊȉ 
ĈƙƹƇŃƹňĠŃňƹ 
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ÓƹňǀůŃňƐȖѬȕ ¬ňǀǀĠŠȄ  

 

Dear Participants, 

Welcome to the Palmetto State Literacy Associationôs 50th Annual Conference! We are honored to 

gather educators, literacy leaders, and advocates from across South Carolina for this landmark event as 

we celebrate five decades of advancing literacy in our schools and communities. 

This golden anniversary conference recognizes the enduring passion and commitment that unite usð

using literacy as a powerful tool to empower individuals, strengthen critical thinking, and build 

thriving, informed communities. As we reflect on our rich history, we also look forward with renewed 

purpose, inspired by innovative ideas, meaningful dialogue, and collaborative partnerships that will 

shape the future of literacy in our state. 

A very special note of gratitude is extended to Dr. Virginia Scates, Conference Chair, whose dedication, 

leadership, and tireless efforts were instrumental in bringing this historic conference to fruition. Her 

vision and commitment exemplify the spirit of service and excellence that define PSLA. We also thank 

our board members, committee members, sponsors, presenters, authors, exhibitors, and educational 

leaders who have contributed their time, expertise, and support to make this event possible. 

As we celebrate 50 years of championing literacy, we honor the legacy built by those who came before 

us and recommit ourselves to the work ahead. May this conference serve not only as a celebration of 

our past, but also as a catalyst for innovation, equity, and impact in the next chapter of our mission. 

Thank you for being part of this momentous occasion. We wish you a rewarding and inspiring 

conference and hope you leave empowered to continue shining a light on literacy in your classrooms, 

schools, and communities. 

 

With gratitude and celebration, 

Mrs. Michelle Richardson Ed. S. 

2025-2026 PSLA President 
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ÓƹňǀůŃňƐȖ IƇňĽȖѬȕ ¬ňǀǀĠŠȄ  

 
Welcome to the 50th Annual PSLA Conference! 

As we gather to celebrate Reading the Past, Writing the Future: 50 Years of PSLA Conferences, we are 

honored to welcome you to this milestone event. For five decades, PSLA has brought together 

passionate educators who believe in the transformative power of literacy. This conference is both a 

celebration of where weôve been and a bold invitation to imagine what comes next. 

On behalf of everyone who has helped shape this historic conference, we hope your time here inspires 

you to reflect on the lessons, stories, and legacies that have guided our work, and empowers you to write 

the future of literacy as a reader, student, teacher, author, administrator, and leader. We are thrilled to 

be joined by educators from across the state here in beautiful Hilton Head, South Carolina. 

Throughout the weekend, youôll have opportunities to honor the past, engage deeply in the present, and 

envision a future where literacy continues to open doors for every learner. Together, we will build on 

50 years of commitment, innovation, and collaboration as we chart the path forward, one conversation, 

one shared experience, one lesson, and one reader at a time. 

Before heading home, we encourage you to pause and enjoy Hilton Headôs stunning beaches. Let the 

rhythm of the waves and the salty air offer space for reflection and renewal after a weekend of learning 

and connection. Just as literacy grows through reflection and purpose, so do we. May you leave 

refreshed, inspired, and ready to write the next chapter of PSLAôs story. 

Safe travels and thank you for being part of this remarkable moment in our shared history. 

 

Virginia Scates 

2026 PSLA Conference Chair 
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SCIRA/PSLA Past Presidents 

1973-1974 Florence B. Nelson (deceased)   

1974-1975 Sylvia Swinton (deceased)   

1975-1976 Mary A. Kelly (deceased)   

1976-1977 James Mahaffey   

1977-1978 Barbara Rosso (deceased)   

1978-1979 Janet Cox (deceased)   

1979-1980 Louise Scott   

1980-1981 Elizabeth Galloway (deceased)   

1981-1982 Angie Evans (deceased)   

1982-1983 Roger Rudy   

1983-1984 James Wilhide   

1984-1985 Martha Hill   

1985-1986 W. Gale Breedlove   

1986-1987 Judy Redman (deceased)   

1987-1988 Pat Smith   

1988-1989 Margaret Riedell (deceased)   

1989-1990 Peyton Harvey   

1990-1991 Wayne Brazell   

1991-1992 Johnnie Boatwright   

1992-1993 Kaye Johnston   

1993-1994 Kathy Neal Headley   

1994-1995 Lannie Love (deceased)   

1995-1996 Teresa Taylor (deceased)   

1996-1997 Michele B. Conner   

1997-1998 Libby Owens (deceased)  

1998-1999 Barbara J. Everson   

1999-2000 LaDen® Conroy   

2000-2001 Cheryl Sigmon   

2001-2002 Heath Branham   

2002-2003 Pamela Small  

2003-2004 Jackie Chumley   

2004-2005 Betty Fleming   

2005-2006 Jane Harrison   

2006-2007 Mary Chandler-McVann (deceased) 

2007-2008 Robyn Prince   

2008-2009 Michael Teal   

2009-2011 Jean Brewington   

2011-2012 Faye Johnston   

2012-2013 Callie Herlong   

2013-2014 Melissa Nicholson   

2014-2015 Gina Mays   

2015-2016 Eddie Marshall   

2016-2017 Cathy Delaney   

2017-2018 Dale Anthony   

2018-2019 Vickie Brockman   

2019-2020 Susan Fernandez   

2020-2022 Missy Lark   

2022-2023 Cathy Jones-Stork  

2023-2024 Kaye Jamison 

2024-2025 Krystal Turner 

Thank you, Past Presidents, for your service and dedication to 

SCIRA/PSLA! 
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Judy Redman Lifetime Service Award  

 
     The Judy Redman Lifetime Service Award is one of the honors given by the Palmetto State Literacy 

Association to recognize an individualôs long-standing dedication to literacy in South Carolina. It 

celebrates a person whose work has demonstrated a deep and sustained commitment to promoting 

reading and literacy across the state. 

     The award is named in honor of Judy Redman, an educator and leader whose lifeôs work was devoted 

to literacy. The name of the award reflects her legacy and influence within PSLA and the broader literacy 

community. 

The recipients of the Judy Redman Lifetime Service Award are typically individuals who: 

¶ Have demonstrated strong, lifelong commitment to literacy ð through teaching, leadership, 

advocacy, or community engagement. 

¶ Have made a significant, positive impact on literacy education and reading promotion in South 

Carolina over many years. 

¶ Are recognized by peers within PSLA for their service to the literacy field rather than for a single 

achievement. 

Recipients 

                        2019 Judy Redman 

     2020 Joan Stevenson 

                        2022 Pat Smith 

                        2023 Jean Brewington and Eddie Marshall 

                        2024 Vickie Brockman 

                        2025 Gina Mays 
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ЍЋЍАѡЍЋЍБ ¥ƙĽĠȐ >ƙǑƐĽůȐ ÓƹňǀůŃňƐǊȕ 
 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aiken                Gina Turner 

              Beaufort  Renarta To                  Renarta Tompkins 

              Berkley               Stachia Smith 

              Charleston               Grace Barry 

Cherokee  Grayson Padgett 

Columbia  Breanna Hughes 

Edgefield Stephanie Fletcher  

Edisto Dr. Mary Williams 

Foothills  Patricia Massengale 

Georgetown  Dana Harrigan 

Greenville  Loren Pessolano 

Lakelands  Jennifer Dunn 

Laurens  Tina Hurley 

Low Country  Peggy Bing-OôBanner 

Newberry Danielle Glymph 

Palmetto  Michelle Reece 

Pee Dee  Tiffany Smith 

Spartanburg  Nicole Bright 

Sumter  Emily Kimpton 

Union  Kristin Mitchell 
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ЍЋЍАѡЍЋЍБ ÓÝ¥! =ƙĠƹȃ ƙş DůƹňĽǊƙƹȕ 
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The PSLA Mission 

The Palmetto State Literacy Association provides a forum for 

stakeholders who are committed to the teaching and 

improvement of literacy in South Carolina. The primary 

commitment is to promote literacy through the improvement 

of reading, writing, and communication instruction and to 

encourage literacy as a lifetime tool for learning. 

 

 

ЍЋЍАѡЍЋЍБ ÓÝ¥! ÖňŠůƙƐĠȐ ÖňƶƹňǀňƐǊĠǊůǫňȕ  
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ЍЋЍАѡЍЋЍБ ÓÝ¥! >ƙƎƎůǊǊňȄ >ũĠůƹȕ 
  

Bylaws Gina Mays 

Public Relations Ashley Pack 

Conference Program Virginia Scates 

Distinguished Literacy Administrator Pat Smith 

Distinguished Teacher of Literacy Judy Arnold 

Exemplary Reading Award Iesha Jefferson 

Family Literacy Grant Kim Shelton 

Historian/Archives Vickie Brockman 

Honor Council Missy Lark 

International Project Wendy Burgess 

Journal Publication 1 Kirsten Able 

Journal Publication 2 Koti Hubbard 

Legislative Scott Johnson 

Literacy Leaders of Higher Education Cathy Compton- Lilly 

Literacy Partner Award Gina Rhodes 

Literature Grants Rebecca Burriss 

Nominations Jennifer Dunn 

Scholarships Dr. Mary Howard 

Teachers as Readers Kimberly Hutcherson 

Service Grant Jennifer Powell 

Long Range Planning Callie Herlong 

Finance Eddie Marshall 

Website & Event Management Kaye Jamison 

 

https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/6/chair/gina-mays
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/17/chair/ashley-pack
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/18/chair/virginia-scates
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/19/chair/pat-smith
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/20/chair/judy-arnold
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/21/chair/iesha-jefferson
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/22/chair/kim-shelton
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/23/chair/vickie-brockman
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/24/chair/missy-lark
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/26/chair/kirsten-able
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/27/chair/koti-hubbard
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/28/chair/scott-johnson
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/29/chair/cathy-compton-lilly
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/30/chair/gina-rhodes
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/31/chair/becca-burris
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/32/chair/jennifer-dunn
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/33/chair/dr-mary-howard
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/34/chair/kimberly-hutcherson
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/129/chair/jennifer-powell
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/130/chair/callie-herlong
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/157/chair/eddie-marshall
https://palmettostateliteracy.org/contact/158/chair/kaye-jamison


ƓŊЮШΝΟ 
 

Ý>oÖ!їÓÝ¥! ÝǊĠǊȄ >ƙƙƹŃůƐĠǊƙƹȕ  

 
1973-1982 ............ Jim Wilhide  

   1982-1987 ............ Mary A. Kelly  

      1987-1997 ............ Joan Stevenson  

    1997-2006 ........... Kathy Headley  

   2006-2009 .......... Betty Fleming  

    2009-2015 .......... Kaye Johnston  

                                                                 2015-2024............Pat Smith  

                                                                 2024-Presentéé. Missy Lark 

 

 

The Palmetto State Literacy Association (PSLA) evolved from the South Carolina International Reading 

Association (SCIRA), officially becoming PSLA in May 2019 to reflect its mission and affiliation with 

the International Literacy Association. 

The State Coordinator serves as a key volunteer/state leader within PSLA, helping coordinate 

communication, member engagement, journal contributions, and support for literacy initiatives across 

the state.  

The position typically goes hand-in-hand with PSLAôs editorial or leadership team, working closely with 

PSLA officers and contributing to state-wide literacy communication and professional development. 

Much of this work occurs behind the scenes and in addition to full professional responsibilities, yet its 

impact is felt across classrooms, districts, and communities throughout South Carolina. The dedication 

of our State Coordinators has been instrumental in sustaining PSLAôs growth and strengthening 

connections among literacy professionals statewide. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to Missy Lark and all past PSLA State Coordinators for their 

leadership, service, and unwavering commitment to literacy. Their contributions have shaped PSLAôs 

legacy and continue to influence the future of literacy education in our state. 
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ЍЋЍБ >ƙƐşňƹňƐĽȄ ÝƶƙƐǀƙƹȕ 
 

A heartfelt thank you to our generous sponsors and supporters for making this conference possible. 
Your support plays a vital role in bringing together educators, thought leaders, and innovators to 
share ideas, inspire one another, as we read the past and write the future of South Carolina literacy. 
We are deeply grateful for your partnership and commitment to advancing education. Because of you, 
we can continue to connect, collaborate, and cultivate literacy across the state of South Carolina. 

Thank you for your invaluable support. 
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ÖňĽƙŠƐůǊůƙȒ ƙş ÝǊĠǊȄ ĠƐȃ ¥ƙĽĠȐ >ƙǑƐĽůƇȕ 
 

The International Literacy Association and the South Carolina Chapter  

of the International Literacy Association applaud the efforts  

of local councils. 

 

International Literacy Association 

2025 Award of Excellence 

 

Palmetto State Literacy Association 

Year 40 

 

International Literacy Association  

Honor Award 2025 

 

Cherokee County Literacy Council - 21 years 

 

Laurens County Literacy Council - 19 years 

 

2024-2025 PSLA HONOR COUNCIL RECIPIENTS 

 

Cherokee County Literacy Council 
 

Edgefield County Literacy Council 
 

Greenville County Literacy Council 
 

Laurens County Literacy Council 
 

Pee Dee Literacy Council 
 

Spartanburg Literacy Council 
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ÝƶňĽůĠȐ ȟĠƐƃȕ Ǌȓ ¶Ǒƹ ÓũƙǊƙŠƹĠƶũňƹ ĠƐȃ IǫňƐȖ ÓƇĠƐƐňƹю 

 

 

 

 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our talented photographer, Lexy Rose, and our gifted 

event decorator, Livy Bishop, for beautifully capturing the essence of our Reading the Past, Writing 

the Future 50th PSLA Conference. Your creativity, professionalism, and attention to detail brought 

our vision to life, and your dedication to your craft was evident in every moment. We are incredibly 

grateful for your contributions and for the lasting memories you helped create. 

Thank you for being an essential part of this truly unforgettable event! 



ƓŊЮШΝΥ 
 

 



ƓŊЮШΝΦ 
 

 

2025-2026 Distinguished Administrators of Literacy Nominees 

 

Michael Bender, Blacksburg Primary School - Cherokee Council  

Emily Whitecotton,  Center for Inquiry, Richland School District Two  ï Columbia Council 

   

2025-2026 Distinguished Teachers of Literacy 
 

Cherokee Council   
Ashley Benton - Blacksburg Primary School  

Jessica Vaughn - Blacksburg High School  

 

Columbia Council   

Brianna Bramlett  - Cayce Elementary School  

 

 

Edgefield Council  

Paige Leopard ï Johnston Elementary School 

Savannah McKinleyï Merriwether Middle School  

 

Greenville Council  

Catalina Drinkhahnï Monarch Elementary School  

 

Laurens Council   

Haley Steele ï Eastside Elementary School  
Claudia John ï Hickory Tavern  Middle School  

 

 

Newberry Council  

Sabrina Martin ï Whitmire Community School  

Meagan Trammell ï Newberry High School  

 

Spartanburg Council   

Maria Trejo  - Hendrix Elementary School   
Joshua Noble ï Florence Chapel Middle School  
 
 
Union  
Jessica Silvey ï Foster Park Elementary School 
Hannah Spencer ï Sims Middle School 

 

 

Congratulations!  

 
We are beyond thrilled to extend our heartfelt 
congratulations to this yearôs recipients of the 
Distinguished Administrators and Teachers of  

Literacy Awards! Your passion, dedication, 
and unwavering commitment to fostering 
literacy in your community  have not only 
inspired countless students but have also 

shaped the future of education itself.  
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Thank you to Beaufort County School District! 
 

On behalf of the Palmetto State Literacy Association, we extend our deepest gratitude for your 

invaluable support in contributing to the success of our conference program. Your involvement 

helped make the conference a meaningful and enjoyable experience for all participants.  

Our collaboration with Beaufort County Schools played a key role in ensuring the program was well-

rounded, engaging, and impactful. We sincerely appreciate the time, dedication, and effort you 

invested in helping us create an unforgettable experience for everyone involved.  We appreciate the 

ROTCôs presentation and the Chorus sharing the National Anthem and several musical selections. 

Thank you once again for your partnership and for helping make this conference such a success. We 

look forward to continuing our work together to advance literacy and education in our community.  

With sincere appreciation,  

The Palmetto State Literacy Association  
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ָֽŴŉ ŚŚŷħŕ bħŕřļŴŴş hŴħŴļ NŋŴļŬħĳƏ ůůşĳŋħŴŋşŚ +şŚŅļŬļŚĳļ 

=ļĲŬŷħŬƏ רֺֹׁ גֹ  ־ָֺֺ

BŋŕŴşŚ *ļħĳŉŅŬşŚŴ eļůşŬŴ ᴩ hũħШ 

BŋŕŴşŚ Bļħĸ DůŕħŚĸג hşŷŴŉ +ħŬşŕŋŚħ 

eļħĸŋŚņ Ŵŉļ bħůŴג yŬŋŴŋŚņ Ŵŉļ =ŷŴŷŬļָֽד  ļħŬů şŅ bhN +şŚŅļŬļŚĳļů 

>ƌƃŕŁƪŁƃĳŁ ÛĳŞŁĹƾŸŁ 

ÓƪŁͨ>ƌƃŕŁƪŁƃĳŁ oƃƮƷŢƷƾƷŁ ×ŁŗŢƮƷƪĖƷŢƌƃ   

āŁĹƃŁƮĹĖǙ͎ aŁİƪƾĖƪǙ ̖̝͎ ̛̗̗͎̕ ̘͍̕̕ Ʀƀ  ͍ͧ̚̕̕ Ʀƀ 

ÓƪŁͨĳƌƃŕŁƪŁƃĳŁ oƃƮƷŢƷƾƷŁ åŞƾƪƮĹĖǙ͎ aŁİƪƾĖƪǙ ̖̞͎ ̛̗̗̕ 

7:00 am -  8:00 am  Breakfast & Pre - Conference Institute Registration  
8:00 am -  10:00 am  Pre- conference Sessions  
10:30 am -  12:30 am  Pre- conference Sessions  
12:30 pm -  1:30 pm  Lunch on your own  
1:30 pm -  3:30 pm  Pre- conference Sessions  
 

50th PSLA Annual Conference February 19 -  21, 2026  
Thursday, February 19, 2026  

2:30 pm -  4:30 pm      Conference Registration  
4:30 pm   ͧ6:00 pm  Opening General Session  

 Gerry Brooks, Keynote Speaker   
6:00 pm  ͧ8:00 pm     Exhibit Hall Grand Opening, Explore the Exhibits, Meet & Greet with 

Gerry Brooks & the Sneaker Ball  
 

Friday, February 20, 2026  
7:00 am -  8:00 am      Breakfast & Conference Registration & Exhibits  
8:00 am -  9:45 am  50th Annual Conference General Session  

Malco lm Mitchell, Keynote Speaker  
9:45 am -  10:30 am    Explore the Exhibits in the Exhibit Hall  
10:30 am - 11:30 am     Concurrent Session  
11:30 am  ͧ12:45 pm    Lunch & Explore the Exhibits  
12:45 pm -  1:45 pm  Concurrent Sessions   
2:00 pm -  3:00 pm  Concurrent Sessions  
3:15 pm -  4:15 pm  Concurrent Sessions  
4:15 pm   50th Conference Commemorative Photo : All Conference Participants  
4:30 pm -  6:00 pm  50th Conference Anniversary Gala  

 
Saturday, February 21, 2026  

7:00 am -  8:00 am  Breakfast & Conference Registration  
7:00 am -  9:00 am  Explore the Exhibits  in the Exhibit Hall  
8:00 am -  9:00 am  Concurrent Sessions  
9:15 am -  11:15 am
  

50th Annual Conference Closing Session  
LeAnn Nickelsen, Keynote Speaker  
 

        Connect Collaborate Cultivate 
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Opening General Session  

Thursday, February 19, 202 6  

4:30 PM  ͧ6 :00 PM Ballrooms A  ͧF 

 

Presentation of Colors - Hilton Head Island High School Jr. ROTC  

National Anthem - Hilton Head Island High School Chorus 
 
Chorus Performance: A 50th Anniversary Musical Tribute  ï  
                         Hilton Head Island High School Chorus  
 
Greetings ï Dr. Raashad Fitzpatrick, Superintendent Cherokee County  
                          School District  
 
 
Introduction of Keynote Speaker ï Virginia Scates 
                         Mr. Gerry Brooks, renowned educator, author, and       
                         motivational speaker  
 
Closing Remarks ï Virginia Scates 
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General Session   

Friday, February 2 0, 202 6  

8:30 AM  ͧ10:00 AM   Ballrooms A  ͧF  

Welcome  ͧVirginia Scates   

Local Council Introductions  ͧEddie Marshall   

Membership -  Melissa Nicholson   

Introduction of Keynote Speaker  ͧVirginia Scates  and Kelly Brown  
Malcolm Mitchell, former NFL wide receiver, Super Bowl champion, 
and nationally recognized literacy advocate  

Closing Remarks ï Virginia Scates  
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ÓÝ¥! `ĠƇȀ 
A Celebration of PSLAôs Legacy and Leadership 

Honoring the past, present, and future of literacy in South Carolina 

Welcome, Opening Remarks by Emcees, Virginia Scates, President-Elect and Eddie Marshall, 

Treasurer 

The Peopleôs Choice Awards 

Honoring Our Legacy 

¶ Legacy Literacy Leader Award 

¶ Golden Chapter Award 

¶ Keeper of the Story Award 

 

Vision & Leadership 

¶ Advocate for Literacy Award 

 

Teaching, Coaching & Professional Excellence 

¶ Excellence in Early Literacy Award 

¶ Adolescent Literacy Champion Award 

¶ Literacy Coach of Distinction Award 

¶ Foundations of Literacy Award 

 

Equity, Voice & Community 

¶ Community Literacy Impact Award 

¶ Voices Matter Award 

¶ Words That Matter Award 

 

Reading, Writing & Engagement 

¶ Writing Excellence Award 

¶ Reading Engagement Award 

¶ Reading Culture Champion Award 

 

Emerging & Enduring Leadership 

¶ Emerging Literacy Leader Award 

¶ Literacy Trailblazer Award 

¶ Turning the Page Award 

 

Future-Focused Honors 

¶ Cultivating Future Authors Award 
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PSLA Honors 

Distinguished Teacher of Literacy Awards 

Distinguished Literacy Administrator Awards 

Judy Redman Lifetime Service Award  

Past Presidentsô Recognition 

 

Closing Remarks 

Thank you for celebrating 50 years of the Palmetto State Literacy Association Conferences 

and for your continued commitment to advancing literacy across South Carolina. 
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Closing Session   
Saturday February 2 1, 202 6 
9:15 AM  ͧ10:30 AM , Ballrooms A  ͧF  
 

Introductions  ͧVirginia Scates   
 
Announcement of the  202 6  ͧ202 7 PSLA Officers  -  Missy Lark  
 
Scholarship Recipients  
Mary Kelly Scholarship  
Florence Nelson Scholarship  
 
Teachers as Readers   
Service Grant  
Family Literacy Grant  
 
2027 Conference Information  ͧWendy Burgess   

Introduction of Closing Keynote Speaker  ͧVirginia Scates   
LeAnn Nickelsen, nationally recognized literacy consultant, author, 
and professional learning leader known for her work in literacy 
assessment, instructional decision - making, and intervention  
 
Closing Remarks ï Virginia Scates  
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АЋǊȉ !ƐƐǑĠȐ ÓĠƇƎňǊǊȓ ÝǊĠǊȄ ¥ůǊňƹĠĽȚ !ǀǀƙĽůĠǊůƙȒ >ƙƐşňƹňƐĽȄ ÝňǀǀůƙƐȕ 

Thursday, February 19, 2026, Pre-Conference Institute Sessions 

8:00 AM -10:00 AM 

 

 

Ballroom A 

 

Shifting From Word 

Walls to Sound Walls 
 

 

Discover why sound walls are replacing traditional word walls in 

classrooms across the country. This session explores how sound walls 

support speech to print instruction, reinforce phoneme to grapheme 

connections, and align with the science of reading. Walk away with practical 

strategies to boost phonemic awareness and decoding in all tiers of 

instruction. 

Presenter: Keegan Wilson, Know Dyslexia 

Audience: PreK, Primary & Elementary  
 

 

 

Ballroom B 

 

Addressing the Urgent 

Needs of Striving 

Adolescent Readers 
 

 

While K-3 literacy efforts show positive results, many adolescents still 

struggle with reading, impacting their academic success across all subjects. 

Through this interactive experience, participants will explore the research 

outlined in the IES Practice Guide: Providing Reading Interventions for 

Students in Grades 4ï9 and learn how to bridge research into practice. 

Participants will review structured literacy lessons, experience effective 

instructional routines, and analyze the characteristics of connected texts 

that motivate older readers while supporting skill mastery. 

Presenter: Katharine Bonasera, Collaborative Classroom     

Audience: Middle School   

  

 

Ballroom D 

 

Innovative 

Instructional Practices 

for Diverse Learners 
 

Discover innovative, AI-enhanced strategies to support diverse learners 

through personalized instruction, adaptive tools, and inclusive teaching 

practices. Learn to leverage AI while maintaining a human-centered 

approach to foster equity and engagement in all learning environments. 

Presenter(s): Dr. Andress Carter-Sims & Dr. Kathy McMillan-Bennon, 

Center of Excellence  

Audience: PreK, Primary & Elementary 

 



ƓŊЮШΞΥ 
 

 

Thursday, February 19, 2026, Pre-Conference Institute Sessions 

10:30 AM ï 12:30 PM  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Ballroom B 

 

BoodleBox Bootcamp: 

Next-Level AI Tools for 

Smarter Teaching 
 

 

BoodleBox Bootcamp: Next-Level AI Tools for Smarter Teaching," a 

dynamic, hands-on workshop is designed for educators at every level. 

Discover how BoodleBox can streamline lesson planning, enhance student 

engagement, simplify grading, and supercharge your classroom creativity. 

Through interactive demonstrations and guided practice, youôll learn to 

harness cutting-edge AI features to save time, personalize instruction, and 

collaborate more effectively. Whether youôre new to AI or looking to 

deepen your skills, this workshop will empower you with practical 

strategies and real-world applications to elevate your teaching with 

BoodleBox. 

Presenters: Dr. Ann Aust & Dr. Lori Vinson, North Greenville 

University 

Audience: All 
 

 

 

 

Ballroom D 

 

Bridging Classroom and 

Career: Workforce 

Literacy Skills with 

Discovery Education 
 

 

 

Workforce literacy includes communication, digital skills, problem-

solving, and adaptability, which are key for todayôs job market. This 

session defines workforce literacy and shows how Discovery Educationôs 

interactive resources support ELA instruction by building these skills. 

Educators will learn strategies to connect authentic literacy experiences to 

career readiness, preparing students for success beyond the classroom. 

Presenter: Dr. Paige Mitchelle, SCDE & Andrea Lance, Discovery 

Education 

Audience: Middle & High 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΞΦ 
 

Thursday, February 19, 2026, Pre-Conference Institute Sessions 

1:30 PM ï 3:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

Ballroom A 

 

Hopping Into Fluency 

 

Explore engaging, research-based strategies for building reading fluency 

through repeated reading, phrasing, and expression. This session highlights 

the connection between fluency and comprehension while sharing fun, 

practical activities that support all learners. Walk away with tools you can use 

right away to boost accuracy, rate, and prosody in your 

classroom.                        

Presenter(s): Keegan Wilson, Know Dyslexia 

Audience: PreK, Primary & Elementary  
 

 

 

Ballroom B 

 

Teach the Stuff and 

Cut the Fluff 
 

 

Do you want to ensure all your students achieve grade level expectations? Are 

you looking for instructional practices that are proven to lead to high levels of 

achievement? Join us to learn how to utilize essential components of explicit 

instruction throughout your entire instructional day. 

Presenter(s): Audrey Goninan & Brittany Daniels, SCDE 

Audience: All 
 

 

 

 

Ballroom D 

 

Defining the 

Coaching Role Within 

a Multi-Tiered 

System of Supports 
 

 

 

Reading coaches often wear many hatsðmentor, strategist, cheerleader, and 

problem-solverðall at once. How do you manage it all without losing focus? 

In this interactive session, weôll unpack the multifaceted role of the reading 

coach and explore how to align your responsibilities within a cohesive, 

organized system that drives success. Youôll leave with practical tools and 

strategies to support differentiated, evidence-based instruction that 

empowers both teachers and students. 

Presenter(s): Charlene Gleaton, SCDE 

Audience: All 
 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΟΜ 
 

 

Sabal Palm 

 

AI Tools in the 

Classroom 
 

Are you effectively using AI tools in your classroom? In this session, we will 

explore practical ways to integrate AI tools into your teaching. We'll take a 

closer look at programs like Amira, Writable, and Waggle, and discuss how 

they can support student learning and classroom instruction. 

Presenters: Angela Wolfe, HMH  

Audience: K-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΟΝ 
 

Friday, February 20, 2026, Conference Concurrent Sessions 

10:30 AM ï 11:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballroom A 

 

Unlocking Student Potential through 

Differentiation 
 

This session highlights how small-group 

instruction can meet the needs 

of every learner. This session focuses on practical 

ways to use decodables in grades Kï8 and 

knowledge-building strategies in grades Kï5 to 

strengthen reading skills and comprehension. 

Participants will see how decodables support 

phonics instruction and confidence, while 

knowledge-rich texts build background 

understanding across subjects. The presentation 

shares ready-to-use strategies teachers can bring 

back to their classrooms to differentiate 

instruction, engage students, and improve 

outcomes. Grounded in evidence-based practice, 

this session provides clear, actionable tools to help 

educators support all readers effectively. 

Presenter(s): Marcus Ferrara & Kelly Brown, 

Scholastic Education Solutions 

Audience: Kindergarten, Elementary & Middle 

School 
 

 

 

Ballroom B 

  

Using the Wonder of Science to Get Kids 

Excited About Reading 

 

As everyone knows, kids are curious. Nonfiction 

books about science are a great way to feed that 

curiosity while also introducing kids to the joys of 

reading. Kevin Kurtz will draw on his experiences 

as an educator and a childrenôs author to present 

ideas on how best to use nonfiction books to teach 

reading and science.   

Presenter(s): Kevin Kurtz, Author  

Audience: Elementary & Middle 
 

  



ƓŊЮШΟΞ 
 

 

 

Ballroom C 

 

Yes, You Can Confidently Teach 

Writing! 
 

Writing instruction doesnôt have to feel 

overwhelming.  Discover practical strategies to 

boost your confidence and help students thrive as 

writers. You'll walk away with a step-by-step 

framework, classroom-tested tools, and ideas you 

can implement immediately. Letôs turn writing 

into one of the most engaging parts of your school 

day. Yes, you really can teach writing with 

confidence! 

Presenter(s): Pam Olivieri, Rockin Resources 

Audience: Primary, Elementary & Middle 
 

 

 

 

Ballroom D 

 

Designing Language-Rich Literacy 

Instruction for Multilingual Learners 
 

 

Learn how the Science of Reading and WIDA 

Standards Framework (2020) work together to 

support multilingual learners. This session 

highlights practices to develop the Big 5 essentials 

of reading instruction through scaffolded 

instruction and co-teaching across grade levels. 

Presenter(s): Dr. Ingrid Corpuz & Susan 

Murphy, SCDE  

Audience: All 
 

 

 

Ballroom E 

 

Playful Pathways: Building Phonemic 

Awareness and Supporting Multilingual 

Learners in Pre-K (CERDEP) 

Classrooms 
 

 

In this engaging, play-based session, participants 

will explore how the South Carolina Early 

Learning Standards (SC-ELS) serve as a dynamic 

foundation for supporting phonemic awareness 

development in Pre-K (CERDEP) classrooms. 

Grounded in research-based practices, this 

session will highlight how intentional play fosters 

early literacy, especially with multi-lingual 

students. 

Presenter(s): Christine Zamboki, SCDE 

Audience: PreK/ Kindergarten 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΟΟ 
 

 

 

Ballroom F 

 

Disciplinary Literacy Matters: High 

Impact Structures and Strategies to 

Teach Content and Literacy Across the 

Curriculum 
 

Interested in harnessing disciplinary literacy to 

teach K-5 students how to inquire as readers, 

writers, mathematicians, scientists, and social 

scientists, while enhancing academic 

achievement? Come learn about inspiring PD 

structures, literacy engagements, and compelling 

integrated units that help students grow, read, and 

write with purpose and passion through inquiry 

across the curriculum. 

Presenter(s): Liz LeBlanc Baranik, Nozsa Kyler 

& Tianna Myers, Richland School District Two 

Audience: Grades 3- 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballroom I 

 

Reignite Your Small Groups: 

Multimodal Moves That Engage  

 

 

 

Feeling like your small groups need a spark? This 

session will help you reignite your instruction with 

engaging multimodal tools and strategies that 

bring energy and focus back to your small group 

time. Discover how to organize and access your 

materials with ease so the right tools are always at 

your fingertips. Walk away with fresh ideas to 

boost student engagement, streamline your 

routines, and light a fire under your small group 

instruction! 

 

Presenter(s): Jennifer Burchfiel, Hand2mind 

 

Audience: All 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΟΠ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sabal Palm 

 

Prepping the Brain for High-Impact 

Learning: Strategic Approaches to 

Building Background Knowledge (K-12) 
 

 

One of the most effective ways to accelerate 

student learning is by preparing the brain before 

reading or instruction begins. When educators 

intentionally build background knowledge and 

"prime" students' minds, they boost retention, 

deepen connections, and increase relevance ï 

especially during reading. 

In this dynamic session, LeAnn shares research-

backed strategies and ready-to-use tools that build 

background knowledge and activate thinking 

before reading begins. These high-impact 

techniques help students connect to upcoming 

material, making learning more meaningful, more 

motivating, and more memorable.   

 

Through interactive discussion, guided reflection, 

and practical classroom examples, participants 

will explore easy-to-implement priming and pre-

exposure techniques that can be integrated into 

daily instruction.  

Participants Will: 

¶ Examine the science behind priming and 

pre-exposure. 

¶ Experience vocabulary tools to prep the 

brain before reading 

¶ Reflect on how to apply these strategies to 

boost motivation and memory in daily 

practice. 

 

Presenter(s): LeAnn Nickelsen, Author 

Audience: All 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΟΡ 
 

 

 

 

Carolina Room 

 

Literacy Beyond ELA: Empowering 7ï12 

Classrooms with Discus 
 

 

Unlock the power of Discus to support adolescent 

literacy in grades 7ï12. This session highlights 

free digital resources designed to build research, 

critical reading, academic writing, and media 

literacy skills. Learn how these tools enrich 

instruction for diverse learners and enhance 

literacy connections across subjects like science, 

history, and the arts. 

Presenter(s): Kristen Rebollar, South Carolina 

State Library 

Audience: Middle & High School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palmetto Room 

 

Kidwatching & Teacher Beliefs: 

The Impact on Practice  

 

 

What we believe about children as readers, 

writers, and learners directly Influences what we 

noticeðand what we do next. In this session, 

participants will explore how the practice of kid 

watching, paired with thoughtful reflection on 

teacher beliefs, can powerfully inform 

instructional decisions for teaching readers and 

writers. Through discussion, classroom examples, 

and guided reflection, educators will consider how 

their observations of literacy behaviors help them 

identify strengths, needs, and next steps. We will 

examine how kid watching supports intentional 

planning for whole-class lessons, small group 

instruction, and one-on-one conferences. At the 

heart of this process is the teacherôs belief system: 

What do we believe about reading? What do our 

learners know? What do we believe children are 

capable of? What counts as evidence of growth? 

How do our informed inferences shape our 

responses? 

 

Presenter(s): Beth White, Literacy Consultant, 

LLC & Jenny Powell  

 

Audience: All  
  



ƓŊЮШΟΣ 
 

  

 

 

 

Lords Proprietor 

 

Reimagining Literacy Beyond the Script 
 

Writing instruction doesnôt have to feel 

overwhelming.  Discover practical strategies to 

boost your confidence and help students thrive as 

writers. You'll walk away with a step-by-step 

framework, classroom-tested tools, and ideas you 

can implement immediately. Letôs turn writing 

into one of the most engaging parts of your school 

day. Yes, you really can teach writing with 

confidence! 

Presenter(s): Dr. Kimberly Tisi, Dr. Patricia 

Massengale, Abby Gustafson, Callie Cox, & 

Emilee McAlister, Anderson University  

Audience: PK/K & Primary 
 
 

 

 

 

Friday, February 20, 2026, Conference Concurrent Sessions 

12:45 PM -1:45 PM 

 

 

 

Exhibit Hall 

Authorôs Panel 

12:45 PM - 1:45 PM 

 

 

Join authors for an interactive panel discussion about 

their inspiration, creative process, path to publication, 

and advice to up-and-coming writers. Participants will 

have an opportunity to ask questions, purchase books, 

and get autographs during this session. 

Authors: Kwame Mbalia and Ashley Belote 

 

  



ƓŊЮШΟΤ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballroom A 

 

Drawing Out Your Inner Illustrator 
 

 

 

Are you one of those people who say, "Gee, I wish I 

could draw," or "All I can draw is a stick figure."? If you 

are, then this is your lucky day! Since 1987, children's 

book illustrator, Ralph Masiello (The Flag We Love, 

The Icky Bug Alphabet, The Extinct Alphabet Book) has 

been visiting schools across the nation. He has drawn 

with students and teachers, witnessing first-hand the 

struggles and frustrations of intimidated "illustrators." 

Because Ralph wholeheartedly believes that anyone can 

draw, he created a series of books based on the methods 

he's been sharing at schools for years. (Ralph Masiello's 

Bug Drawing Book, Dinosaur Drawing Book, Ocean 

Drawing Book, Dragon Drawing Book and Unicorn 

Drawing Book, as well as many others). By drawing 

simple shapes and lines, in a series of easy steps, you'll 

be amazed at your artistic creations! Come have fun and 

plenty of laughs while you learn more about Ralph's 

life, his art and his upcoming books (his first book in 25 

years with Author, Jerry Pallotta) His enthusiasm will 

inspire your inner illustrator!  

 

Presenter(s): Ralph Masiello, Author & Illustrator 

 

Audience: All 

 

 

 

Ballroom B 

 

Meaningful Mentor Texts: 

Leveraging Beloved Read Alouds in 

Writing 
 

 

Your studentsô favorite read-aloud can do double duty! 

Discover how to use the picture books your students 

already love as mentors for early writing. In this 

interactive session, youôll explore ways to bridge 

reading and writing through studying the craft of real-

world authorsðmeeting state standards in engaging 

and authentic ways. Participants will walk away with 

professional resources and templates that can be used 

on Monday. 

 

Presenter(s): Jordan Page, University of South 

Carolina 

 

Audience: Early Childhood & Elementary  
 



ƓŊЮШΟΥ 
 

 

 

 

Ballroom C 

 

Small Shifts, Big Gains: Integrated 

Literacy That Saves Time 
 

 

 

Discover how small, research-based shifts in literacy 

instruction can save you time while boosting student 

skills and engagement. This session explores 

integrating reading and writing lessons to simplify 

planning and teaching, empowering educators to 

amplify learning and prepare students for future 

success with efficient, effective practices. 

 

Presenter(s): Michelle Ruhe, Fort Mill Schools  

 

Audience: Primary & Elementary 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballroom D 

 

Implementation Science: A 

Blueprint for Sustainable Change  

  

 

Are you looking to create transformational and 

sustainable literacy change in your school or district? 

Implementation science is a gamechanger for crafting 

transformational change. When educators know the 

science, they understand the importance of 

maintaining a relentless vision and building capacity 

for sustainability. They will also reap the highest and 

greatest return on their investment: successful student 

outcomes. When crafting a literacy transformation 

plan, we know that we cannot just "let it happen." 

Research has suggested that without implementation 

teams using clearly defined implementation methods, it 

takes 17 years to move approximately half of an 

intended new initiative into routine practice (IDA, 

2018). With the goal of literacy for all, we don't have 17 

years to lose! Instead, we have to "make it happen," with 

a clear plan for building sustainable systems and a 

powerful focus on achieving that plan.  This session will 

explore implementation, science, and outline a 

roadmap for a successful implementation journey, 

based on real leaders' experiences in transforming 

literacy outcomes in their schools and districts. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Jennifer Gemzik, 95 Percent 

Group 

 

Audience: Literacy Coaches, School and District 

leaders  



ƓŊЮШΟΦ 
 

 

 

Ballroom E 

 

Beyond Dyslexia: Empowering 

Students to Succeed through 

Multimodal Instruction 

 

Learn how multimodal instruction supports students 

with dyslexia and benefits all learners. This session 

explores structured literacy strategies, including visual, 

auditory, and kinesthetic techniques that build reading 

success. Attendees will leave with practical tools and a 

deeper understanding of how to create inclusive, brain-

friendly classrooms grounded in the science of reading. 

 

Presenter(s): Keegan Wilson, Know Dyslexia 

 

Audience: K-5 

  
 

 

Ballroom F 

 

Smarter Intervention, Bigger Gains 
 

 

Rethink and refine reading intervention systems 

through the lens of cutting-edge RTI and MTSS 

research. Reviews current findings on effective 

interventions, explores evidence-based practices that 

drive measurable gains, and conducts a systems audit 

to strengthen and streamline your approach, ensuring 

all students receive the support they need to succeed.  

 

Presenter(s): Matt Reher, American Reading 

Company  

 

Audience: All 

  
 

 

 

Ballroom I 

Getting Started with Discovery 

Education and the SCDE Instruction 

Hub 
 

 

As a learning leader, we recognize your need to focus 

on equitable instruction for all your students. Join us 

for this interactive session to learn how Discovery 

Educationôs K-12 learning platform within the SCDE 

Instruction Hub can provide you with authentic, real-

world content, useful teaching tools, and professional 

learning strategies. You will walk away equipped to 

engage students, address current and relevant topics, 

and take advantage of ready-to-use lesson activities 

that address all studentsô learning needs. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Paige Mitchell, SCDE & Andrea 

Lance, Discovery Education 

 

Audience: All  



ƓŊЮШΠΜ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sabal Palm 

 

I Do, We Do, You Do: A Coaching 

Model That Intentionally Align 

PLCS, Collaborative Planning, and 

Learning Walks to Promote 

Targeted Growth and Collective 

Teacher Efficacy 
 

John Hattie defines collective teacher efficacy as the 

collective belief of teachers in their ability to positively 

affect students (Visible Learning, 2019).  If we want our 

teachers to be the change agents in their classrooms, we 

need to provide a model that allows our literacy coaches 

to be the change agents in their schools.  Our teachers 

need and deserve clear, relevant, and engaging 

standards-aligned and student-centered professional 

development.  To promote targeted growth and 

collective teacher efficacy, our district has created a 

coaching model that utilizes a gradual release model (I 

Do, We Do, You Do), intentionally aligning PLCs, 

collaborative planning, and learning walks this school 

year.  This session will provide participants with the 

process our district utilizes in partnership with our 

state literacy specialists to implement a targeted 

approach to providing coaching support across both 

our elementary and middle schools. We will share 

resources used including strategies from John Hattieôs 

Illustrated Guide to Visible Learning (2024) as well as 

our own templates and examples used from multiple 

schools. 

 

Presenter(s): Dawn Mitchell, Spartanburg Six, Dr. 

Sonya Archie & Robyn Heffernan, SCDE  

 

Audience: Coaches, Administrators, Teachers, 

Primary, Elementary, and Middle 

 

 

Carolina Room 

 

Language Comprehension and 

Schema-Based Instruction: A 

Solution for Word Problems 

 

Viewing math through the lens of language 

comprehension is critical for studentsô understanding 

and success. Using proper mathematical language 

throughout instruction, including computation, helps 

teach for understanding. Join us to learn about levels of 

vocabulary knowledge, word problem schemas, and 

how to unlock the language of math for students! 

Presenter(s): Jana Thomas & Stacey Prusak, The 

Schenck School 

Audience: Primary & Elementary 

  



ƓŊЮШΠΝ 
 

 

Palmetto Room 

 

Integrating Writing with Science 

and Social Studies 

Information will be shared on how to integrate research 

writing with the instruction of Reading, Science and 

Social Studies. This research writing also incorporates 

integrating visual arts into the students' final 

presentation. 

Presenter(s): Amy Thomas & Danielle Glymph, 

Newberry County School District 

Audience: Primary & Elementary 

 
 

 

 

 

Bayley's Baroney 

 

Pastiche: Blending Voices, 

Crafting Stories for Meaningful 

Literacy Engagement  

This interactive session will empower K-5 educators to 

create literacy spaces where students develop authentic 

writing voices through pastiche, emulating the authorôs 

craft. Participants will explore mentor texts, co-

construct success criteria, and engage in collaborative 

writing experiences. Discover strategies to celebrate 

student writing, fostering a classroom community 

where every voice is valued and inspired. 

  

Presenter(s): Melissa Ewing, Tiffany Coleman, & 

Christen Sistare, Spartanburg Two  

 

Audience: Primary & Elementary 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Capt. Jack Stoney 

 

Rebooting the Classics: Text Sets for 

the Secondary Classroom 
 

So you want to liven up your teaching of Hamlet? Are 

you reconsidering your teaching of To Kill a 

Mockingbird? This session will introduce teachers to a 

variety of text sets which interweave best practices in 

the teaching of literacy through a partnership of 

traditional works and young adult novels, short stories, 

poetry, nonfiction, music, art, and social media to 

motivate adolescent readers. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Mary Styslinger, Emily Gossett, 

Hannah Imperati, Nathan Labrador, Reese Ledford, 

Emma Pietrocini, Paige Robertson, Anna Satterfield, 

Sarah Stoddart, Jack Taylor, Jamison Welch, & Jack 

Kennedy, University of South Carolin 

 

Audience: Middle & High 

 



ƓŊЮШΠΞ 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Lords Proprietor 

 

Working within a Curriculum? - 

Steps to Authentic Instruction 
 

 

Reading instruction stuck in the script? This session is 

for educators ready to break free from and breathe life 

into their curriculum. We'll explore how peer 

collaborative learning and purposeful flexibility turn 

static lessons into responsive instruction. Through 

strategy, and collaboration, youôll learn how to let your 

teaching breathe while staying grounded in training 

and the science. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Russell Clark, SCDE 

Audience: PreK/Kindergarten, Primary & 

Elementary 

 

 

 

 

Friday, February 20, 2026, Conference Concurrent Sessions 

2:00 PM ï 3:00 PM 

 

 

Ballroom A 

 

Literacy Centers Lead to 

Student Growth and 

Engagement 
 

Discover Literacy Centers that are Science of Reading 

aligned, differentiated, and explore the use of hands-on 

multimodal materials. Examine how centers can increase 

student engagement and foster student growth. Learn how 

strategies can be taught, practiced, and assessed within 

student skill levels. See how using literacy centers can make 

independent student work time more successful for 

everyone!  

 

Presenter(s): Nancy Breeyear, Hand2Mind 

 

Audience: PK/K, Primary & Elementary 

 



ƓŊЮШΠΟ 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballroom B 

 

Got Fluency? Bridging 

Decoding and Comprehension  

Explicit phonics instruction is essentialðit's how students 

learn to ñunlock the codeò of reading. But what happens after 

decoding? How do we help students make the critical leap 

from sounding out words to understanding what they read? 

The answer lies in fluency, the often misunderstood but 

essential bridge between decoding and comprehension. In 

this interactive session, weôll unlock the power of fluency and 

show how it fuels comprehension, builds confidence, and 

motivates students to become lifelong readers. 

 Join us as we: 

¶  Deepen your understanding of reading fluency and 

its role in literacy development 

¶ Share practical, easy-to-implement strategies you can 

use in your classroom tomorrow 

¶ Learn how to combine fluency, comprehension, and 

motivation to create engaged, capable readers 

Whether you're new to fluency instruction or looking to 

refresh your approach, this session will provide the tools and 

insights you need to help students confidently cross the 

fluency bridge. 

 

Presenter(s): Jennifer Brathwaite, National Literacy 

Consultant, Benchmark Education 

 

Audience: Primary & Elementary 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Ballroom C 

 

AI Powered Literacy-Tools for 

Every Teacher 
 

Discover how AI can simplify planning, spark creativity, and 

support individualized learning in literacy classrooms. This 

session will showcase practical tools to save time and 

enhance instruction and learning. Learn how to use AI for 

lesson ideas, parent communication, and classroom 

organization, no tech expertise required! Leave with ready-

to-use strategies for your classroom. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Ann Aust & Dr. Lori Vinson. North 

Greenville University 

 

Audience: All 



ƓŊЮШΠΠ 
 

  
 

Ballroom D 

 

Achieving Literacy Growth 

Through a Multi-Tiered System 

of Supports (MTSS) 
 

A well-planned and implemented Multi-Tiered System of 

Supports (MTSS) will ensure that goals, resources, and 

practices are aligned for positive student outcomes. MTSS is 

more than tiered instruction. It requires intentional 

planning and deliberate actions, placing student success at 

the forefront of every decision made. Growth takes work. 

Substantial growth is achievable when the system is strong. 

 

Presenter(s): Charlene Gleaton, SCDE 

 

Audience: Primary, Elementary, Middle & High School 

 

  
 

 

 

Ballroom E 

 

Move the Needle NOW! Getting 

the Actionable Data You Really 

Need  

Time is our most valuable and limited resource. Using it 

wisely makes all the difference in the world to both teachers 

and students. Teachers need actionable data to immediately 

inform instruction.  Are your screening results giving all 

stakeholders what they need to target remediation for all 

students?   Is progress monitoring at the heart of your Multi-

Tiered System of Support? Attend our session to learn how 

educators can utilize more granular data for targeted 

remediation efforts across their "WIN" time and sign up to 

WIN a special Amplify prize! 

 

Presenter(s): Bella Hylen, Amplify 

 

Audience: K/PK, Elementary, & Middle 

 

  
 

Ballroom F 

 

Growing Emergent Writers: 

From Scribbles to Letters to 

Sentences 

This session explores the progression of emergent writing in 

Pre-Kï1st grade. Through authentic student samples, 

participants will examine developmental stages and connect 

them to effective teaching moves that ñnudgeò young writers 

forward. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Lori Poole & Jennifer Hamrick, 

Lexington School District One 

 

Audience: PK/K & Primary 

 

  
  

 



ƓŊЮШΠΡ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballroom I  

The Power of Connection: 

Integrating Language, 

Reading, and Writing 

Development in the Early Years 

 

Language, reading, and writing do not develop in isolation. 

They are an interconnected system that fuels childrenôs 

literacy growth. Research in the Science of Reading 

emphasizes the importance of explicit, systematic 

instruction in foundational skills, but it also shows that 

children need meaningful opportunities to develop oral 

language, comprehension, and writing alongside reading 

instruction. In this interactive workshop, participants will 

explore the science behind how language, reading, and 

writing reinforce one another, and why fostering all three is 

essential for strong literacy outcomes. Participants will 

engage in hands-on activities, discussion, and planning 

strategies to see how to bring these connections to life in 

their own classrooms. 

 

Presenter(s): Leticia Wyke, Heggerty 

 

Audience: PreKï5, literacy coaches, curriculum leaders, 

administrators 

 

 

  
 

 

Carolina Room 

 

Exposing British arrogance (and 

undergarments) with a well-

place cannon shot 

Learn to mine a humorous (but nonetheless true) story from 

the American Revolution for STEAM connections while 

teaching about SC's role in the war. Plus info about joining 

the FREE online young authors picture book club in which 

students will follow the writing, illustrating, and publishing 

of a picture book version of the story titled "Peter Parker's 

Pants." 

 

Presenter(s): Tim Lowry, Author  

 

Audience: Elementary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ƓŊЮШΠΣ 
 

 

Palmetto Room 

 

The Art of Creative Writing: 

From Characters to Worlds to 

Stories 

From creating memorable characters to building vivid 

worlds to crafting unforgettable stories, this session will 

equip you with practical strategies to guide students through 

the creative writing process. Discover engaging activities 

that inspire imagination, nurture storytelling skills, and 

foster a lifelong love of writing. 

 

Presenter(s): Matthew Young, Read Write Create 

 

Audience: All 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Bayley's Baroney 

 

Stories that Shape Us: Using 

Empathy to Strengthen Higher-

Order Thinking 

 

 

 

 

Stories invite us to step into anotherôs shoes. This session 

shares an approach to reading to help students connect with 

charactersô perspectives, strengthening higher-order 

thinking in both reading and writing. Participants will leave 

with strategies they can use on Monday morning. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Emily Kimpton, Sumter  

 

Audience: Elementary, Middle & High School  

 

 

 

 

  
 

Capt. Jack Stoney 

Building Student Resilience 

Through Trauma Sensitive 

Literacy Instruction 

Our presentation highlights how literacy educators can 

create supportive, trauma-sensitive instruction using 

culturally responsive strategies to build resilience and 

empower students in reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening. 

 

Presenter(s): Dr. Michele Myers, Wake Forest University  

 

Audience: All 
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Lords Proprietor 

 

Read, Connect, Write: 

Evidence-Based Strategies for 

Authentic Reading Responses 

Research shows that writing about reading powerfully boosts 

comprehension. This session presents research and shares 

evidence-based strategies that help students connect texts to 

themselves, others, and the world. Through authentic reader 

response activities, students learn to write with depth, draw 

on personal experience, and cite textual evidence for success 

in school and beyond. "The Writing Rope, Sedita, 2019 

 

Presenter(s): Faith Dentel. Learning A-Z 

 

Audience: Primary & Elementary  
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2:00 PM ï 4:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sabal Palm 

  

 

Writing that Matters: Engaging 

Students Across the Curriculum 

(K-12) 

In this dynamic and practical 2-hour session, join LeAnn as 

she guides Kï12 teachers through powerful strategies to 

enhance student writing across all content areas. Based 

on the understanding that reading, discussion, and writing 

are inseparable components of deep learning, this session 

will help you reimagine writing as an essential thinking 

tool. Participants will explore how to intentionally design 

lessons that use writing to boost student engagement, 

content understanding, and critical thinking. LeAnn will 

share high-impact writing strategies and easy-to-implement 

instructional tools that work across grade levels and 

subjects. 

Expect to walk away with: 

¶ Practical ways to motivate students to want to write. 

¶ Flexible, classroom-ready writing routines that can 

fit into any content area. 

¶ Feedback tools that help students grow as writers 

without overwhelming teachers. 

¶ Differentiation techniques to support diverse 

learners during writing tasks. 

¶ Research-backed insights into what makes writing 

time more impactful. 

This session is designed to empower all educatorsðwhether 

you are teaching science, social studies, math, or ELAðto 

make writing a central and exciting part of your classroom 

culture. Come ready to engage, reflect, and leave inspired to 

elevate your students' writing and thinking across the 

curriculum. 

Presenter(s): LeAnn Nickelsen, Author 

Audience: All 
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Saturday, February 21, 2026, Conference Concurrent Sessions 

8:00 AM ï 9:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

Sabal Palm 

 

Narrative Know-How: A Fresh 

Approach to Support 

Comprehension and Craft in the 

Kï6 Classroom 
 

What if students could use comprehension strategies more 

effectively, and more meaningfully? And, what if your 

comprehension instruction made your students stronger 

writers? In this session, you will learn an efficient, clear, 

student-friendly path that sets students up for strong 

comprehension and strong writing. The approach is 

surprisingly simple, understandable and can be used 

immediately regardless of your school's reading and writing 

approach. This workshop is interactive, and resources and 

tools will be provided. 

Presenter(s): Trevor Bryan  

Audience: Elementary, Middle, & High 

 

 

 
 

Ballroom 

B, C, E & F 

 

Creating Authentic and 

Inspiring Writing Units 

of Study for Students 

That Integrate Multiple 

Modes, Mentor Texts, 

And Targeted Mini 

Lessons to Move Our 

Writers Forward 

To teach students to write clearly and effectively is a year-

long process that needs. Student engagement and 

ownership, explicit instruction and inspiration, and most of 

all, meaningful opportunities for students to create texts that 

matter.  This session will provide participants with the 

process our district is currently utilizing to create standards-

aligned, student-centered engaging writing units of study 

that integrate multiple modes, paired mentor texts, and 

targeted mini-lessons to move our writers forward. We will 

share resources used including recently released sample 

items and macro, micro, mini-lessons from our friends at the 

SCSDE as well as our own templates and unit examples from 

multiple schools and grade levels.   

Presenter(s): Dawn Mitchell, Spartanburg District Six,  

Audience: Teachers, Coaches, Administrators, Primary, 

Elementary, and Middle 
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Ballroom A 

 

Complementing Literacy 

Teaching: Social Studies 

Content Knowledge with 

Literature 
 

 

Content knowledge is a powerful complement to literacy 

instruction. Social Studies taught with literature makes facts 

meaningful, engages students, models character and virtue, 

and builds knowledge stores needed for transfer. This 

session will explore integrating quality Social Studies-

themed literature aligned with SC Social Studies Standards. 

Literature selections will be demonstrated. 

Presenter(s): Dr. Jayson Evaniuck, Anderson University 

Audience: PreK/Kindergarten, Primary, Elementary & 

Middle  

 

 
 

 

Ballroom D 

 

Grammer Doesnôt Matter: 

Sparking a Love for Writing 

Before the Red Pen Comes Out 
 

Do grammar and mechanics really matter if kids donôt want 

to write at all? In this lively session, weôll explore why 

building a love for storytelling should come before nitpicking 

commas and capitalization. Ideas go beyond a childôs ability 

to place punctuation correctly or spell every word. Youôll 

learn practical, creativity-first strategies to help even the 

most reluctant writers find their voice, because once they 

want to write, the grammar will follow. 

Presenter(s): Matthew Young, Read Write Create 

Audience: All  

 

 
 

 

Ballroom I  

 

Understanding the Writing Rope 

and its Implications for 

Classroom Instruction 
 

Understanding and using the Writing Rope will help 

classroom teachers with instruction and practice writing in 

both ELA classrooms and Content Area classrooms. All 

teachers are both reading teachers and writing teachers. The 

ability to write is as essential to learning as the ability to 

read. Writing is not just an option...it is a necessity. 

Presenter(s): Marcia Baxter, Zaner-Bloser 

Audience: PK/K, Primary, Elementary & Middle 
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Carolina Room 

 

Bringing the Past to Life: Using 

Primary Sources 
 

This interactive session will combine brief presentation 

segments with hands-on engagement. Participants will 

examine sample primary sources, discuss strategies for 

scaffolding analysis, and collaboratively brainstorm ways to 

embed source-based learning into all subjects. 

Presenter(s): Dr. Patricia Boatwright and Sharon Byram, 

Francis Marion University 

Audience: All 

 

 

 
 

 

Palmetto Room  

 

UNCOVERing History and 

Uncovering Misconceptions 
 

Dr. Cox provides a detailed analysis of using primary 

source documents in the history classroom as a formative 

assessment methodology. His pedagogical technique of 

UNCOVERing history yields opportunities to correct 

student misconceptions, scaffolding disciplinary thinking, 

and exponentially increase student discourse. 

Presenter(s): Dr. William Cox, Georgetown County 

School District 

Audience: High School & College 

 

 
 

 

Bayley's Baroney 

 

Unlocking Student Voice: 

Fostering Academic Discourse 

in Science of Reading 

Classrooms

  

Let them talk! Empower young learners to engage in rich 

academic conversations to support reading comprehension. 

Explore practical strategies to scaffold student driven 

discussion. Walk away with ready-to-use methods to 

transform student dialogue and deepen learning. 

Presenter(s): DeVita Scott & Catalina Drinkhahn, 

Greenville County Schools 

Audience: Primary & Elementary 
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Capt. Jack Stoney 

 

Fluency in Focus: Boosting 

Readers Through Rhythm, 

Rhyme, and Repetition 
 

Build fluency through rhythm and rhyme! In this follow-up 

to last yearôs Readerôs Theater session, discover how songs 

and poems can boost prosody, expression, and confidence. 

Grounded in the work of Rasinski, Young, Hasbrouck & 

Tindal, and the National Reading Panel, this session bridges 

past success with future growth. 

Presenter(s): Jen Roberts, Amanda Newton, & Rachel 

Brewington, Union County School District 

Audience: PK/K, Primary & Elementary 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lords Proprietor 

 

W.S.D. - Word Study Detective 
 

Attendees will use the Science of Reading Sound Wall to 

support student mastery of reading words. By analyzing 

words, you can look for "clues" of "What's In the Word?" to 

solve the mystery of how to say the word. Attendees will be 

able to immediately apply these strategies in the classroom 

or small group setting to engage and challenge Striving 

Readers to become Successful Readers. 

Presenter(s): Melissa Harvin-Stephens, Sumter 

Audience: Primary & Elementary   
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Dr. John E. Fitzpatrick brings a servant leaderôs heart and a proven record of district-level success to 

his role as Superintendent of Cherokee County School District. His leadership journey includes 

serving as Principal of Gaffney High School from 2013ï2019, followed by district leadership roles as 

Assistant Superintendent and District Ombudsman for Greenville County School District, and most 

recently as Superintendent of Lancaster County School District beginning in October 2023. 

 

Returning to Cherokee County holds special meaning for Dr. Fitzpatrick, where his professional roots 

were established and his familyôs educational journey continues. Guided by a vision of excellence, he 

is committed to putting students first, supporting educators, and strengthening partnerships with 

families and community stakeholders to position the district as one of South Carolinaôs premier 

school systems. 

 

Dr. Fitzpatrick holds a Bachelor of Science in Education from West Virginia State University, a Master 

of Arts in Leadership Studies from Marshall University, and a Doctor of Education in Educational 

Leadership from South Carolina State University. His extensive career includes roles as a teacher, 

coach, professor, principal, district administrator, and superintendent, as well as presenting at state 

and national levels. His leadership is defined by integrity, collaboration, and a deep commitment to 

educational excellence. 

 

 

 

Dr. Raashad Fitzpatrick 
Superintendent  
Cherokee County School District 
 

ΡΜƣőШÂÉx Ш]ƖĲĲƣŔŰŊƚ 
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Gerry Brooks has been an educator for 25 years, beginning as a third-grade teacher in Palm Bay, FL. 

He earned his masterôs in administration and has been an elementary principal for 12 years. 

Originally using humorous videos to encourage his staff, Gerry has become a national encourager for 

teachers through social media and speaking events. He is a voice for teachers, but his passion is 

leading others to be responsible for their own personal climate and culture in the workplace. His 

book, ñGo See the Principal,ò outlines strategies for taking on this responsibility. Gerry and his wife, 

Kelly, have 3 adult children and live in Lexington, KY.  
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Malcolm Mitchell, a Valdosta, Georgia native, is an accomplished author, literacy advocate, and 

former professional athlete. A University of Georgia (UGA) top ten all-time receiver, he also earned 

the National Captain of the Allstate Good Works Team for inspiring young readers. In 2015, he 

authored The Magicianôs Hat and launched Read with Malcolm. He founded Share the Magic 

Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, distributing books to over 350,000 children and delivering 

literacy programming to over two million students. A Super Bowl Champion in 2017, he received the 

Promise Hero Award and the Pinnacle Award for dyslexia advocacy. Today, he continues to write, 

serves as CEO of Share the Magic Foundation, and promotes literacy. 
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LeAnn Nickelsen, M.Ed. brings powerful, evidence-based tools and strategies that boost student 

achievement with lasting results. LeAnn is an expert in: 

¶ Closing Gaps with Struggling Students such as those with high poverty, in special education or 

those with cognitive challenges (formative assessment process, feedback, accurate grading) 

¶ Differentiating Instruction & Growing Literacy to meet every studentôs needs in all content 

areas 

¶ Follow-up Coaching for Collective Efficacy from relationship-building to lesson-planning; 

feedback, learning walks, and goal-getting 

BACKGROUND: Sheôs a former teacher of the year, a Jensen-certified, brain-research trainer for over 

30 years and has authored over 15 practical books including her 2022 release: The Literacy Triangle: 

50+ High-Impact Strategies to Integrate Reading, Discussing, and Writing; 2019 release: Teaching 

with the Instructional Cha Chas: 4 Steps to Make Learning Stick (Winner of the 2020 Teacherôs 

Choice Award); and Deeper Learning: 7 Powerful Strategies for In-Depth and Longer-Lasting 

Learning (co-authored with Eric Jensen). Her unique, customized options will ensure the new 

learning gets implemented because of extraordinary follow-up coaching skills. Sheôs worked with over 

1,500 schools in 49 states and gets rave reviews from both teachers and leadership alike. 

APPROACH: LeAnn Nickelsen gives you the ñwhole packageò as a trainer. She always listens first, 

then works to customize and personalize your event based on exactly what you and your 

staff/students need. She role models every skill for your staff to show HOW itôs done. She shares real 

stories and examples from schools to drive strong, get-to-grade-level achievement. This means you 

get passionate, engaging, and highly practical training that your staff can implement immediately to 

raise student learning. 

THE BUZZ: Read what her raving fans said about her recent work: ñLeAnn has been an amazing 

support for Westlawn Elementary over the last two years. She immediately understood our struggle 

and instantly began working on ways to transform our campus. She contributed tremendously in 

changing our campus culture to having a growth mindset, and most importantly, helping us believe 

we as a campus could be successful. She continues to help motivate and focus our campus. We believe 

the possibilities are endless! LeAnnôs ability to communicate with teachers and assess the educational 

and emotional needs of a student is outstanding.ò Nichole S. & Kiandra 
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Author and teacher, Trevor Bryan has published two books, The Art of Comprehension (Stenhouse 

2019) and Narrative Know-How (Corwin 2025). 

He has shared his work at numerous state and national conferences as well as with school districts up 

and down the east coast. Trevor Bryan has also partnered with the Princeton University Art Museum, 

PBS, and authors and illustrators, Peter H. Reynolds and Jarrett Lerner. Trevor lives at the Jersey 

Shore with his wife, two kids, a delightful dog and a kinda-nice cat. 
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Marcus Ferrara is a dedicated education leader with over 25 years of experience in teaching, 

leadership, and education consulting. 

As Director of Academic Planning & Solution Development for Scholastic Education Solutions, 

Marcus collaborates with districts and community partners to enhance literacy initiatives nationwide. 

Marcus' expertise includes: 

¶ Teaching and training curriculum content and digital implementation 

¶ Supporting differentiated instruction to maximize learner achievement 

¶ Developing strategic plans using research-based pedagogy to boost academic performance and 

narrow achievement gaps 

Marcus is passionate about: 

¶ Engaging educators and students in pedagogy that accelerates literacy outcomes 

¶ Strengthening leadership and building professional development capacity to sustain high levels 

of academic achievement 

Outside of his professional work, Marcus enjoys going on cruises and spending time with his family. 
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Ashley Belote is the author-illustrator of Listen Up, Louella, Witch and Wombat, Sheepwrecked, and 

her newest picture book Little release November 2025. 

She is also the illustrator of FRANKENSLIME and VALENSLIME. Ashley is a West Virginia native 

and earned her BA from Alderson Broaddus University. She earned her MA in Arts Administration 

from the University of Kentucky. She also studied traditional animation under the direction of Don 

Bluth. Ashley lives and works in North Carolina where she creates artwork that she hopes brings lots 

of laughs to others. 

Email: ashley@ashleybelote.com                           

    

        
Kevin Kurtz is an award-winning author of 29 (and counting) children's books about science and 

nature, including A Day in the Salt Marsh 

and Living Things and Nonliving Things. He has worked with scientists studying marine life along 

the Atlantic coast, studying volcanoes in the South Pacific, and studying the crater from the asteroid 

impact that wiped out the dinosaurs. He lives in upstate New York. You can learn more about Kevin, 

his books, and school visit programs at www.kevkurtz.com. 
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The course of Timôs life was pretty much set at six years of age when his parents took him to see 

Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus. 

Ever since that glittering introduction to show business, Timôs life has been a series of colorful acts, 

featuring a wide variety of stories that include personal narratives, historical stories, folk tales, poems, 

literary classics, the occasional ghost legend, and a few Bible stories. After earning a degree in Speech 

Education with an emphasis in Theater, Tim taught in both elementary and secondary classrooms. He 

also volunteered as a teacher of English to Russian immigrants. His teaching methods were described 

as ñunorthodox and disruptive.ò After refereeing a wrestling match that may or may not have involved 

fifth graders and a former resident of the Soviet Union, Tim left the classroom in 2000 to pursue a 

career as a professional storyteller. 
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Kwame is a husband, father, writer, a New York Times bestselling author, a publisher, and a former 

pharmaceutical metrologist (in that order). 

He is the author of the bestselling Tristan Strong series, the first of which was awarded a Coretta 

Scott King Author Honor. Kwame is the co-author of Last Gate of The Emperor with Prince Joel 

Makonnen, from Scholastic Books, and the editor of the #1 New York Times bestselling 

anthology Black Boy Joy, published by Delacorte Press. And if you werenôt tired of listening to 

Kwameôs bio, thereôs more, because Kwame is also a Publisher with his imprint Freedom Fire, a 

collaboration with Disney Books! His newest middle grade adventure, Jax Freeman and the Phantom 

Shriek, is a Freedom Fire title and launched October 2024. A Howard University graduate and a 

Midwesterner now in North Carolina, he survives on Dad jokes and Cheez-Its. 
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Pam Olivieri, MAT, NBCT, is a SC author, educator, and curriculum creator. With 26 years in the 

classroom, her passion to Motivate, Educate, and Differentiate led her to create a professional book 

and a childrenôs book series called the Life Cycle Discovery Series, which blends science, storytelling, 

and positive mindset development. 

Rock Your Writing Instruction: Transforming Reluctant Writers into Rockstar Writers (Dave 

Burgess Consulting, Inc., 2026) offers a proven framework for writing instruction that builds both 

student and teacher confidence in writing. The secrets for writing success come from her popular 

Rockstar WritersÈ writing curriculum for Grades 1-8. 

Pappyôs Butterfly: A Tale of Perseverance, featured at the Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden, beautifully 

connects the butterfly life cycle to themes of resilience and self-belief. Readers follow a young girl and 

her grandfather as they witness a butterflyôs metamorphosis, inspiring the girl to reflect on her own 

challenges. Can she persevere like a butterfly? 

The second book, Who Let the Sea Turtles Out? (2026), takes readers to the South Carolina shores, 

where children learn patience while exploring the challenges of a sea turtleôs journey. 

Find teacher tips on TikTok and IG under Rockin Resources or visit pamolivieri.com for behind-the-

scenes content, customized author visits, and links to her educational websites. 

             

https://pamolivieri.com/
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Ralph was born and raised in the state of Massachusetts, where he lives with his daughters Alexa and 

Talia. 

A graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design (BFA, Illustration, 1985), Ralph has illustrated for 

magazines, newspapers, and books, created posters and prints, and shown his fine art paintings in 

galleries throughout the world. Beginning with The Icky Bug Alphabet Book in 1986, Ralph has 

become internationally known for the children's books he's written and illustrated. Since 1987, he has 

visited over 3,300 schools all over the world, inspiring children with his life story, humor, and art. 

While visiting schools, he is often inspired himself by the enthusiasm, creativity, and hard work of the 

students and teachers. This led him to create his unique "How to Draw" book series. The most 

recent, Ralph Masiello's Unicorn Drawing Book released in 2021. 
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ΝΦΤΠШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ŰŰƨċũШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲаШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШċŰĬШ9ŸůůƨŰŔĦċƣŔŰŊШвШÑőĲШìőŸũĲШÑőŔŰŊШ 
ΝΦΤΡШfќĬШxŔťĲШÑőĲůШ ũũШƣŸШÅĲċĬШ 
ΝΦΤΣШÅĲċĬŔŰŊаШ Ш9őċũũĲŰŊĲШŉŸƖШΝΦΤΣШ 
ΝΦΤΤШÅĲċĬŔŰŊаШÑőĲШÑƖĲĲШŸŉШxĲċƖŰŔŰŊШ 
ΝΦΤΥШÅĲċĬŔŰŊаШEƻĲƖǃŸŰĲќƚШ ĬƻĲŰƣƨƖŸƨƚШ?ŸŸƖƽċǃШ 
ΝΦΤΦШ ШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШ ǭċŔƖШƽŔƣőШÂƨƓŔũƚЯШÂċƖĲŰƣƚЯШÂƖŸŉĲƚƚŔŸŰċũƚЯШÂŸũŔƣŔĦŔċŰƚШ 
ΝΦΥΜШÑőĲШìŸƖũĬШfƚШ ŰШ§ƓĲŰШ7ŸŸťШ 
ΝΦΥΝШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШEŰĦŸƨŰƣĲƖƚаШ Ш7ƖŔĬŊĲШƣŸШÉƨĦĦĲƚƚШ 
ΝΦΥΞШÅĲċĬŔŰŊаШÅŔƚŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШ9őċũũĲŰŊĲШ 
ΝΦΥΟШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШ[ƨũǯũũƚШƣőĲШ?ƖĲċůШƣŸШxŔƻĲЯШƣŸШ]ƖŸƽЯШƣŸШÉĲĲЯШƣŸШuŰŸƽШ 
ΝΦΥΠШÑőĲШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШ9ŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰШ 
ΝΦΥΡШÉ9fÅ вÑőĲШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШEǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲШ 
ΝΦΥΣШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШ~ċťĲƚШxŔƻŔŰŊШ7ĲƣƣĲƖаШ[ƖĲĲĬŸůШƣŸШÑőŔŰťШ 
ΝΦΥΤШÑőĲШòĲċƖШŸŉШƣőĲШÅĲċĬĲƖаШ[ŸĦƨƚШŸŰШƣőĲШÅĲċĬĲƖШ 
ΝΦΥΥШÉőċƖĲШƣőĲШ]ŔŉƣШŸŉШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШыΝΡƣőШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲьШ 
ΝΦΥΥШΝΟƣőШÉŸƨƣőĲċƚƣШfÅ ШÅĲŊŔŸŰċũШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲаШÅĲċĬŔŰŊаШ ШxŔŉĲƣŔůĲШÂċƚƣŔůĲШыÑőŔƚШƽċƚШŔŰШũŔĲƨШŸŉШƣőĲШÉ9fÅ Ш
9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲьШ 
ΝΦΥΦШ ŸШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШƽċƚШőĲũĬШ 
ΝΦΦΜШÅĲċĬŔŰŊвÑőĲШ7ƖŔĬŊĲШƣŸШƣőĲШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШыΝΣƣőШÉ9fÅ Ш9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲьШ 
ΝΦΦΝШÑőĲШÅŔƚŔŰŊШÑŔĬĲƚШŸŉШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΝΦΦΞШÉċŔũŔŰŊШƣőĲШÉĲċƚШŸŉШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΝΦΦΟШÅĲċĦőШŉŸƖШƣőĲШÉƣċƖƚаШÅĲċĬШ 
ΝΦΦΠШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃаШ ШÂċƣĦőƽŸƖťШŸŉШ~ĲůŸƖŔĲƚШ 
ΝΦΦΡШÅĲċĬŔŰŊаШ ШìŔŰĬŸƽШƣŸШƣőĲШìŸƖũĬШ 
ΝΦΦΣШÂċƚƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШÑŸƖĦőШŸŉШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΝΦΦΤШEǂƓũŸƖĲШƣőĲШìŸƖũĬвÅĲċĬШ 
ΝΦΦΥШ?ŔƻĲШŔŰƣŸШ Ш7ŸŸťШ 
ΝΦΦΦШ Ш7ŸŸťШcċƚШ~ċŰǃШsŸƨƖŰĲǃƚШ 
ΞΜΜΜШ7ŸŸťƚЯШ7ĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊƚЯШċŰĬШ7ĲǃŸŰĬ 
ΞΜΜΝШÅĲċĬŔŰŊаШ Ш7ĲċĦŸŰШŉŸƖШƣőĲШΞΝƚƣШ9ĲŰƣƨƖǃШыΞΤƣőШÉ9fÅ Ш9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲьШ 
ΞΜΜΝШΞΝƚƣШÉŸƨƣőĲċƚƣШfÅ ШÅĲŊŔŸŰċũШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲбШ9ƖĲċƣŔŰŊШċШ ĲƽШÂċŊĲШŉŸƖШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΞΜΜΞШ ŸШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШƽċƚШőĲũĬШ 
ΞΜΜΟШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃаШÉƣċŰĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШÑĲƚƣШŸŉШÑŔůĲШ 
ΞΜΜΠШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃаШ9ŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŰŊШÉŸƨƣőШ9ċƖŸũŔŰċШƣŸШƣőĲШìŸƖũĬ 



ƓŊЮШΣΡ 
 

ΞΜΜΡШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃЯШxċŰŊƨċŊĲЯШċŰĬШ ũũШÑőċƣШsċǍǍШ 
ΞΜΜΣШ9őċƚŔŰŊШuŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲШÑőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШÂċŊĲƚШŸŉШċШ7ŸŸťШ 
ΞΜΜΤШxŔŊőƣŔŰŊШÂċƣőƽċǃƚШƣŸШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΞΜΜΥШ]ŸŰĲШ[ŔƚőŔŰќШŉŸƖШÅĲċĬĲƖƚШ 
ΞΜΜΦШÑőĲШ]ŔŉƣШfƚШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΞΜΝΜШ?ŔŊŊŔŰŊШŔŰƣŸШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΞΜΝΝШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃаШòŸƨƖШÑŔĦťĲƣШƣŸШ ĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲШыΟΣƣőШÉ9ÅfÅ Ш9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲь 
ΞΜΝΞШÉƨƖǯŰŊШƣőĲШìċƻĲƚШŸŉШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃ 
ΞΜΝΟШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃаШÂƨƣƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШÂŔĲĦĲƚШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖ 
ΞΜΝΠШÅŸĦťŔŰќШċŰĬШÅŸũũŔŰќШìŔƣőШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΞΜΝΡШÅċĦŔŰŊШƣŸШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШ 
ΞΜΝΣШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШìŸƖťШüŸŰĲЯШ9ŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰШÖŰĬĲƖƽċǃ 
ΞΜΝΤШÑĲċůШÖƓШċŰĬШìŔŰШƽŔƣőШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃ 
ΞΜΝΥШÉŰċƓƚőŸƣƚШŸŉШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃ 
ΞΜΝΦШÑŸШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШìŔƣőШxŸƻĲ 
ΞΜΞΜШéŔƚŔŸŰШŉŸƖШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃ 
ΞΜΞΝШ ŸШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШƽċƚШőĲũĬ 
ΞΜΞΞШìŔƣőШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШċŰĬШsƨƚƣŔĦĲШŉŸƖШ ũũ 
ΞΜΞΟШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШEůƓŸƽĲƖƚШ ũũ 
ΞΜΞΠШÑőĲШ~ċŰǃШ[ċĦĲƣƚШŸŉШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃЯШ~ŔŰŔŰŊШƣőĲШcŔĬĬĲŰШ]Ĳůƚ 
ΞΜΞΡШfŊŰŔƣĲШƣőĲШxŔŊőƣШċŰĬШxĲċĬ 
ΞΜΞΣШÅĲċĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШÂċƚƣЯШìƖŔƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШΡΜШòĲċƖƚШŸŉШÉ9fÅ оÂÉx Ш9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲƚШ 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΣΣ 
 

 

50th Annual Palmetto State Literacy Association Conference 
A Step Back in Conference Time 1974-2026 

  

  



ƓŊЮШΣΤ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΣΥ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ƓŊЮШΣΦ 
 

 

 

 

  
 



ƓŊЮШΤΜ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


